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VAHAN MARDIROSSIAN TO BECOME A CHIEF CONDUCTOR IN PARDUBICE 

The world-renowned conductor Vahan Mardirossian is going to flourish the Pardubice  

Philharmonic. Not only the representatives of the Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra 

Pardubice but also the directors of important festivals and the director general of the Czech 

Philharmonic, acknowledge this fundamental news. 

The Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice is proud to announce the appointment of 

Vahan Mardirossian as the orchestra's new chief conductor, starting from the 2025/2026 

season. This, by origin, is an Armenian conductor and pianist who lives in France and is known 

for his extraordinary talent and artistic approach. "We are thrilled to have acquired Vahan 

Mardirossian for our orchestra. It confirms that the level of the Chamber Philharmonic 

Orchestra Pardubice keeps rising. The artistic vision and rich experience of Vahan Mardirossian 

will bring new impulses and inspiration not only to our players but also to our audience," said 

Pavel Svoboda, the director of the Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice. "It is the 

beginning of a new chapter for our philharmonic, and we are looking forward to working with 

such an outstanding musician," he added. Vahan Mardirossian is coming to Pardubice with a 

clear vision and enthusiasm for the orchestra's development. "It is an honour for me to 

become the chief conductor of the Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice. I have been 

working with this orchestra for some time, mainly on recordings, and we understood each 

other very quickly. I am looking forward to the opportunities, perhaps even international ones, 

that our common future will bring," said Mardirossian. 

Vahan Mardirossian was born in 1975 in Yerevan, Armenia. He started his musical career at 

the Komitas Conservatory in Yerevan. Still, he soon moved to the Conservatoire National 

Supérieur de Musique et de Danse in Paris, France where he completed his studies in 1996 

with honours. He works as a pianist but in recent years much more often as a conductor. 

Furthermore, he successfully combines his skills, which allows him to interpret the repertoire 

from different points of view. For many years he was the principal conductor of the Caen 

Symphony Orchestra in France and the music director of the National Chamber Orchestra of 

Armenia. Since January 2020, he has been the music director of the Orchestre Royal de 

Chambre de Wallonie, with which he conducts the orchestra rounds at the Queen Elizabeth 

Competition in Brussels. He also works with the City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong. He has 

cooperated with many internationally renowned soloists from all around the world. His CDs 

include, for example, the award-winning recording of Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto with 

Stéphanie-Marie Degand and the Caen Symphony Orchestra with the recording of Florentina 

Mulsant's Music for Strings with the National Chamber Orchestra of Armenia. In addition to 

conducting, Mardirossian also teaches at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique et 

de Danse in Paris, where he teaches young talents and passes on his extensive experience. He 
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is a regular member of juries at international competitions and often holds master classes 

worldwide. "Vahan Mardirossian is an excellent pianist and conductor with great international 

experience. He regularly conducts, for example, the orchestra rounds of the prestigious Queen 

Elizabeth Competition in Brussels. I had the honour to perform with him on several stages 

abroad and it was always a beautiful and inspiring cooperation. I wish the Chamber 

Philharmonic Pardubice to return to world stages under the leadership of Vahan Mardirossian, 

as was the case, for example, during the era of Libor Pešek or Petr Altrichter," adds Jan Simon, 

director of the Prague Dvořák Festival. 

Vahan Mardirossian introduced himself to the Pardubice audience for the first time last year, 

when he stood on the conductor's podium of the opening concert of the Pardubice Music 

Spring Festival. He is also connected with the Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice by 

an extensive discography for the prestigious Dutch label Brilliant Classics.  

"I am happy that the Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice is growing artistically and 

will present top soloists such as Victor Julien-Laferrière, Dana Zemtsov, and Josef Špaček in the 

coming season. I was pleased to receive the news that Vahan Mardirossian is becoming the 

new chief conductor of the Chamber Philharmonic Pardubice. He is a complex artist who is 

experienced as a pianist and a top-performing chamber player, which is a great advantage for 

a conductor. He is regularly surrounded by extraordinary musical talents when he conducts the 

orchestra rounds of the Queen Elizabeth World Competition in Brussels. I believe that his 

musicality and international outlook are a guarantee of increasing the prestige of the Chamber 

Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice and will help spread the good name of Czech culture and 

the musical tradition of our country," adds David Mareček, CEO of the Czech Philharmonic. 

Short PROMO video https://youtu.be/MlF7wCNVBBI 

Since September 2018, the Orchestra´s Chief Conductor is Stanislav Vavřínek. He is also going 

to conduct the Chamber Philharmonic of Pardubice in the upcoming 56th season and is going 

to remain the principal guest conductor after the arrival of Vahan Mardirossian.  

Shortly after it was founded in 1969, the Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice became, 

under the baton of its first chief conductor, Libor Pešek, the leading Czech orchestral ensemble 

(then called the East-Bohemian State Chamber Orchestra). It offers traditional subscribers´ 

concert cycles, as well as other special performances, increasingly aiming at the young and 

even the youngest listeners. Its repertoire, focusing on the music of the Classical period and 

the 20th century, is frequently enriched by various multi-genre and cross-over artistic 

projects, illustrating how good music can be made across genres and styles. 
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It works with leading domestic and foreign conductors and soloists and is constantly 

expanding its rich discography with new recordings on CD (Brilliant Classics, Naxos, and 

domestic ArcoDiva). 
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